
Promoting British Values 

At St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Academy, we live by our motto,  

‘Love one another as I have loved you.’ 

We base our faith on love, and crucially, loving our neighbour, therefore making a 

commitment to the common good of all in our communities.  

In this way, we believe that to live according to the teachings of Christ naturally leads us 

to living out and promoting British Values, which we understand to be: 

o Mutual respect and tolerance 

o Individual Liberty 

o Democracy 

o Rule of Law 

 
 

 

The DfE has reinforced the need ’to create and enforce a clear and rigorous expectation 

on all schools to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, 

individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs’  

At St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary school we have reflected on what ‘British 

Values’ means to us and agree that our mission statement and ethos which is based on Love 

encompasses and promotes all that is expected and to which we aspire every day.  

We want our school community to be proud of, and value, where they come from and have 

a shared understanding of what it means to live and learn in Britain. We seek to nurture 

this in all we do and ensure that we actively promote mutual respect and value of every 

person including combatting any form of extremism.  
 

At St Margaret Clitherow Voluntary Academy we actively promote the fundamental 

British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and 

tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.  These values are reinforced 

regularly and in the following ways: 

 

Democracy: 

Pupils have the opportunity to have their voices heard through our pupil elected School 

Council. The School Council meets on a regular basis and every class from Year one 

upwards elects their own representatives.  

Every child has the opportunity to vote in our annual ‘Clitherow’s Got Talent.’ 

Our school reward system involves the giving of house points and weekly 

awards for courtesy, academic achievement and attitude to work.  Our certificates and 

‘special mentions’ are to recognise those children in each class who have consistently 

shown respect to others and demonstrated a positive work ethic and attitude to all areas 

of school life. 

There are half termly celebrations for all children who have demonstrated consistent 

good behaviour.  

 



The Rule of Law: 

The importance of laws and rules, whether they are those that govern the class, the 

school or the country, are consistently reinforced throughout regular school days. Our 

Behaviour policy is aligned to an agreed set of codes and if children are given verbal 

warnings this is always in line with the agreed school behaviour policy. Children are asked 

to identify which aspect of the code they have broken to ensure that this connection is 

made and understood.  

Pupils are taught the value and reasons behind laws, that is that they govern and protect 

us. Visits from authorities such as the Police, Fire Service etc. are regular parts of our 

calendar and help reinforce this message. 

 

Individual Liberty: 

Pupils are actively encouraged to make choices at our school, knowing that they are in a 

safe and supportive environment. As a school we provide boundaries for our children to 

make choices safely, through the provision of a safe environment and planned curriculum. 

Pupils are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal 

freedoms and are advised how to exercise these safely, for example through our RE 

curriculum, e-Safety teaching and PSHE lessons. Pupils are given the freedom to make 

choices, e.g. signing up for extra-curricular clubs and they are becoming increasingly more 

involved in child–led learning. 

Our pupils are also keen to support their chosen charities, whether local, national or 

global. 

 

Mutual Respect: 

Part of our school ethos has revolved around the core values of co-operation, 

reflection and respect.  

The school’s ethos and Behaviour Policy are based on Gospel values with the important 

commandment being, ‘Love one another as I have loved you’. 

Displays around the school promote respect for others both in our own community, the 

national and international community and online. The importance of e-safety features 

highly on our curriculum. 

 

Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs 

Our school staff, pupils and community are diverse and multicultural, we feel this helps to 

enhance our pupils own understanding, of their place in a culturally diverse society. 

Our RE syllabus ‘Come and See’ provides a broad and balanced education on a range of 

faiths, religions and cultures. 
 


